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JAMES  W  REESE 
AGED  SO,  DIES 

Pioneer  West  Scranton  Man  Wak 
Active  For  Years  in  Church  and 
Musical  Life 


LEADER  IN  MINERS’  UNION 

,  James  W.j  Reese,  aged  80  years,  .tiled , 
In' his  home,  141  Fillmore  avenue/r'yes- 
terday  morning  at  9:40  o’clock.  Mr., 
Reese  had  been  a  resident  of  tlAls  city 
for  more  than  a  half-century,  and  has 
been  Identified  with  churcbiwork  for 
many  years.  A  miner  by  occupation, 
J3e  was  a  staunch,  advocate  of  union¬ 
ism,  and  won  wide  sicclaim  for  his  i 
literary  ability,  his  pe.aems  and  essays- 
winning  many  prizes  an  competition  at 
eisteddfods. .  \  . 

He  is  survived  bv‘ his  wife;  two  sons, 
Dan  J.  Reese  and.  Waltth*  .Reese  of  New 
York  City;  two  ■k&uglrters)  ,Mrs.  W11-. 
11a  mRuch  and«  Mr&^Silas  Rowell  of 
Underwood;  1?  •  grart'dchUdrirrr-an<t  -CD 
great-grandchil4-'  Orr.Way  10  he  would, 
have  celebrated!  bis  fifty-fifth  wedding- 
anniversary.  .  \  -y  ■ 

--Leaving  his  ^birthplace,  Aberdare, 
South  Wales.  Mr;  Reese  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica  In  1870  and  made  his  home  In  West 
Scranton.  A  few  years  after  his  arrival 
In  this  country,. 'in  1874  he  married 
Miss  Frances  Davis®,  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Mary  DavlesS  late  of  South  FU- 
more  avenue,  and  remembered  as  one 
of  the  singers  In  the  undefeated 
“Cambro- American  choir.” 

Mr.  Reese  served  as  treasurer  of  Local 
No.  1428,  U.  M.  W  -,  and  was  sent  as  a 
representative  to  many-  conventions. 
For  12  years  he  served  on  the  state 
miners’  eramlnlr.pl  board-  and  for  15 
years  on  the  state  puns  foreman  exam- 
lng  board. 

Devout  and  .constant  In  his  rellgic."*- 
duties,  Mr.-Reeww.aa  active  in  church 
:  work.  He  was  a-  charter  member  of  the 
Tabernacle  Congregational  church  and 
;  its  Initial  recording  secretary, 
j  Social  activities  claimed  Mr.  Reese’s 
attention  and  he  was  prominent  In 
staging  eisteddfods  In  this  section 
,  many  years  ago.  He  was  a  member  of, 
the  Welsh  Philosophical'' society.  He, 

I  was  elected  secretary  of  thexOymanfa, 
j  an  associaiton  f.  of  Congregational 
I  churches  In  Northeastern  Pennsylvania 
in  1887.  ,. 

Mr.  Reese  helped  in  the  organization 
of  of  Electric  City  commaudery,  No.  177, 
Knights  of  Malta,  and  remained  a 
j  member  until  his  death.  _ 


(Those  by  whom  James 
W.  Reese  was  survived 
are  listed  on  the 


JAMES  W.-  REESE. 

.After  a  lifetime  of  honest  toil  as 
well  as  labor'  Spent  in  promoting  the 
good  of  his  fellow  man,  cultural  de¬ 
velopment  o t  members  of  his  race  and 
activity  In/  hls  church,  James  W. 
(^thenydctT  Keese  has  closed  his, eyes 
in  death.  With  his  demise,  it  may  he 
said,  a  good  and  useful  man  has 
passed  An.  Mr.  Reese  was  in  his 
eightieth  year.  Born  in  Wales,  he 
lived  In  West  Scranton  since  1S70. 
Interested  in  the  great  cultural  insti¬ 
tutions  of  his  native  land — the  eistedd¬ 
fod.  and  the.Gymanfa  Ganu — it  was 
natural  that  Mr.  Reese,  on  his  coming 
to  the  United  States,  should  bestir 
himself  in  these  things  In  his  new 
home.  His  death  recalls  the  old  Welsh 
Philosophical  society,  that  organiza¬ 
tion  of  which  he  wa3  a  member  which 
'did  so  much*  to  promote  the  intel¬ 
lectual  development  of  Welshmen  In 
.West  Scranton  fifty  or  more  years 
ago.  He  was  a  promoter  of  the 
great  eisteddfod  of  the  middle  70’s, 
which  was  presided  over  by  Governor 
Hartranft  and  which  brought  to 
.Scrantcm  some  of  the  outstanding 
musical  critics  of  the  United  States. 
He  helped  in  promoting  the  first' 
Gymanfa  Gann  held  by  the  Welsh 
churches  of  Scranton.  He  was  one 
of-  the  organizers  of  the  Tabernacle 
Congregational-  church,  had  been  a 
'moderator  of  Welsh  Congregational 
churches  In  norhteastern  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  It  was  natural  that  when  the 
mine  workers’  organization  entered 
■he  region  Mr.  Reese  should  become 
active  in  it,  serving  his  local  in  an 
o'fficia!  capacity  and  as  a  delegate  to 
district  conventions.  Despite  his  many 
activities,  Mr.  Reese  was  essentially 
a  home  .man  and  reared  an  interest¬ 
ing  family  -who  will  mourn  his  loss.' 
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